Annual report 2020
Société d’Ornithologie de Polynésie

Message from the President
I am delighted to share this report to you, which allows us to
communicate on Manu’s diverse actions, and to say thank you to our
members, volunteers, partners, sponsors, as well as the French
Polynesia’s government. The year 2020 has been a difficult year, as you
can imagine, and it took even more effort to organize and fund actions
on the most endangered birds. The cancellation of fieldwork trips and
the decrease in international contributions, in particular those from
some zoos, were the main impacts of the pandemic.
However certain projects, such as the conservation of the 4 remaining breeding pairs of
Fatu Hiva Monarchs, could not wait for funding! We had to instead increase our field
efforts thanks to the help of three biologists (Maria Igual, Benjamin Ignace and Simon
Noiret, the latter as a volunteer of the European Solidarity Corps).
We are counting on you to carry out our priority actions! Our manu.pf website has been
recently re-done and it now hosts a secure payment platform to receive donations or
memberships. I wish you a happy reading and thank you again for your support.
Roberto Luta, SOP Manu president

To donate or join:
https://www.manu.pf/produit/don/
Société d'Ornithologie de Polynésie
E-Mail: sop@manu.pf
Website: www.manu.pf
Facebook : Manu-SOP
Address : Lotissement Mitirapa, Toahotu,
BP 7023 - 98719 Taravao - Tahiti - Polynésie Française
Tél. : +(689) 40 52 11 00
Tél. SOS Pétrels : +(689) 87 222 799
Marquesan Imperial Pigeon feathers (‘Upe)

Founded in 1990, the Ornithology Society of Polynesia - MANU aims for the protection and
study of birds in French Polynesia. Conservation actions for threatened birds constitute
the major part of its activity: control of introduced predators, Miconia uprooting
campaigns, biosecurity against invasive species, habitat restoration, seabirds rescue,
raising awareness… Its objective: control the impact of threats, to prevent the extinction of
the 32 endangered bird species of the ‘Fenua’ (Land in Tahitian language). We share the
“Zero extinction” strategy within the French Polynesia government. Manu has been a
partner of BirdLife international, the federation of ornithological NGOs, since 2010.
See our introductory video: https://youtu.be/luejhzPryNU

Endangered birds of the Fenua :
10 Critically Endangered species including 5 with less than 200 individuals:

Fatu Hiva &Tahiti Monarchs , Niau Kingfisher , Ground dove, Striated Heron
(see the poster published with the government on the back cover)
14 Endangered species, including 2 seabirds

(Phoenix Petrel and Polynesian Storm-petrel)
8 Vulnerable species

Conservation actions in all
archipelagoes

F

atu Hiva Monarch

The Fatu Hiva Monarch (Pomarea whitneyi), or ’Oma’o
ke’eke’e, is the most critically endangered species in French
Polynesia. The population is extremely small: less than twenty
individuals, including 4 fertile breeding pairs. Formerly it was
very widespread on the island of Fatu Hiva, but the
introduction of ship rats impacted heavily its population, as
for 5 other species of monarchs in Polynesia, which went
extinct in the 19th and 20th centuries. Nowadays, feral cats,
which are also very abundant on the island, capture most of
the young birds, preventing the increase of its population.
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THOMAS GHESTEMME
CEO & Fatu Monarch
Project Manager

Searching for juveniles…
Little is known about the dispersal
of young individuals, although it is
crucial data for the conservation of
the species. It is really important to
know where juveniles go after
leaving their parents. 33 cameratraps were placed in branches with
attractive objects as well as dummy
birds painted in black. This device,
already very promising, should
provide valuable answers in 2021,
in parallel with the installation of
transmitters on the young birds ...

Fatu Hiva Conservation
Programme
The numbers of ‘Oma’o ke’eke’e decreased slightly compared
to 2019, and the year 2020 was catastrophic in terms of
reproduction rate with only 2 chicks surviving 2 months after
first flights out of the nests (7 juveniles in 2019). The status
of the species is extremely critical for the its survival with
only 4 breeding pairs...
The conservation actions essential have continued, such as
intensive monitoring of individuals, rat control, monitoring
and control of feral cats. The management of invasive species
is ensured by a local team made up of 3 people: Arthur
MATOHI,
Ioane
TAUAPAOHU
and
Emmanuel
TEROROHAUEPA. The team were assisted by biologists, such
as Simon NOIRET, Maria IGUAL and Benjamin IGNACE.
This year two additional actions were carried out
downstream of the protected area with the containment of a
Yellow Crazy Ant colony and the protection of the coconut
grove against rats to help local farmers and monarchs.
Funders in 2020: Government of FP, National Geographic Society, Victoria Zoos
(Australia), ZGAP (Germany), Fatu Hiva City Hall, Auckland Zoo (NZ), PDC Trust (NZ) ,
Erasmus + (Europe) and private donors. Individuals have also sponsored banded birds.
Our most sincere thanks to the 2020 sponsors: Renaud GRUNEWALD, Jacques
VERNAUDON, Luc CHAILLOT, Catherine SAUVIN, Gill & François STEIMER, Carine LE
THAN, Christian PEREZ and Steve KORNFELD.

Tahiti Monarch

Endemic to Tahiti, ‘Ōmāma’o (Pomarea nigra) is classified as
critically endangered. Only 12 individuals were known in 1998,
when the SOP launched its rescue. Ship rats are its main threat,
but this species is also threatened by introduced birds
(Common Myna, Red-vented Bulbul, Swamp Harrier) and
invasive plants. Thanks to nest monitoring & protection efforts,
and the involvement of many volunteers, its population
continues to grow.

Tahiti Monarch
Conservation Program
103 adults

16 juveniles
fledged

513 native
trees planted

Juvenile

CAROLINE BLANVILLAIN
Terrestrial birds Project
Manager

The 'ōmāma'o number has
increased above the symbolic 100
individuals, with 103 adults and 16
juveniles successfully flown out of
their nests this year, compared to
29 juveniles in 2019.

The removal of Miconia from the
cliffs was finalized with ropeclimbing expertise, but habitat
restoration was slowed down by
the pandemic. Protection of the 4
most endangered plant species in
Tahiti monarch area have started.

Little Fire Ant LFA
control program
Drone treatments against LFA
have started in forest areas, with
1/3 of the pk17 colony treated
(11 ha). The other parties are
awaiting waivers from Civil
Aviation. We also regularly
monitored and treated the few

houses still contaminated as well as the
edges of the areas in
order to prevent the
unaffected houses from
being re-contaminated.
Finally, the treatment of
Maruapo cliffs in 2017
is a success because still
no LFA after 3 years!

Funders in 2020: the Government of FP, the OPT Group, Yune Tung, the Victoria Zoo, the Mohamed Bin Zayed Fund, the Franklinia Foundation,
Erasmus and private donors.
For the LFA program: the Mohamed Bin Zayed Fund, EDT Engie, the Town Halls of Punaauia, Papeete, Taiarapu-est, the Ministry of Ecological
Transition, National Geographic Society, the French Association of Zoological Parks, the association of “ Te Maru Ata”, and private donors.
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arquesan
Kingfisher
Endemic to Tahuata, the
Pahi
(Todiramphus
godeffroyi) is classified as
critically endangered.

Formerly present on Hiva
Oa, this bird is considered
to be extinct on this
island since the 90s. The
Great
Horned
Owl
introduced voluntarily on
this island in 1927, seems
to be the main reason for
its extinction.
The threats are not yet
fully understood. Further
research is needed to
understand the impacts
of habitat alteration, how
the lack of dead trees
impacts
reproduction
success, and to measure
threat level from feral
cats predation.

Juvenile

Marquesan Kingfisher (Pahi)
Conservation Program
2 biologists
performed this
study and help also
for Fatu Hiva work.
BEN IGNACE

MARÍA IGUAL

In 2020…
350 individuals
estimated

94 point-counts
0 Great Horned
Owl

A 3-week field-work trip
enabled
the
team
of
biologists to collect data, so
that we could estimate the
numbers of Pahi and assess
the presence of the Great
Horned Owl, who still seems
absent from Tahuata.
A total of 94 point-counts
were made and 33 Pahi were
located, or 0.35 individuals
per point. This data allowed
the
population
to
be
estimated at around 350
individuals on the island,
which seems relatively stable
number over the past 15
years.

Since the much regretted
passing of Mr Pahi (Louis
Tohetia Timau) in February
2020,
the
only
true
connoisseur and protector of
the Pahi since 2013, by the
initiative of the local
community, it was decided to
create a local NGO in order
to perpetuate his efforts.
This local environmental
NGO
was
created
in
September 2020 under the
name of "Pahi te manu
makivi o Tahuata" and its
administration board has
now 8 members.

The funder in 2020 was the Pacific Development and Conservation Trust, New Zealand and French Polynesia Gov.

Rapa island protection
and restoration of its islets
M
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any activities were
conducted in 2020 :

Monitoring of seabird colonies
on off-shore sites in July 2020.
The
recovery
of
GPS
transmitters installed in 2019
(found on only 1 Rapa's
Shearwater so far) and the
study of its movements.
Training of new employees of
the Raumatariki NGO in the
identification
of
seabird
species and in biosecurity.

.

Discussions with the local
community on the removal
of goats on the last invaded
motu (Rapa iti), on the
importance of birds and on
the biosecurity of the
island. With the help of
Raumatariki, there will be
a rotation between local
NGOs and the town hall to
ensure biosecurity before
each arrival of the freight
boat,
pending
the
establishment

a biosecurity-trained dog
to check the goods.

.

School trips to show the
young people of the
island their seabirds and
endemic plant species.

Funders in 2020:
Foundation
and
International

Packard
BirdLife

Rapa shearwater localisations for 1 year (pink pin : Rapa island)

Rapa shearwater (Kakikaki)

Avifauna monitoring of restored
Actéon and Temoe atolls

Tuamotu Sandpiper (Titi)

Polynesian Ground-Dove (Tutururu)

TEHANI WITHERS
Island Restoration
Project Manager

Fieldwork was accomplished in November 2020,
5 years after the rat eradication operation on 5
Tuamotu-Gambier islands.
Large colonies of seabirds have been observed on
Temoe and Vahanga atolls and a new species has
been detected on Temoe (Christmas Shearwater).
On this last atoll, the invasive yellow crazy ant
has been observed in the fishermen's landing
zone.
The population of Polynesian Ground-Dove or
Tutururu (a critically endangered species) has
increased on the restored atolls, with an
estimated number of 35-47 individuals (3 times
more than the last inventory in 2017). Fieldwork
on the Gambier off-shore islets found that the
Polynesian
Storm-petrel
population
has
continued to increase.
Funders in 2020: The Packard Foundation, FP govnt, private
donors: C. Rudolph & C. Shaeffer.

Petrels and other
seabirds rescue

Pétrel de Tahiti (Noha)

his year again, SOP Manu
carried out its seabird
rescue campaign thanks to
the volunteers network.
386 birds were reported
to the NGO's headquarters and
most of them were successfully
released: 230 Tahiti Petrels
(compared to 331 in 2019 and 225
in
2018)
/
40
Tropical
Shearwaters (compared to 15 in
2018) / 116 other birds (Noddis,
Terns, Tropicbirds, Boobies, SubAntarctic Giant Petrel, Frigates,
Egrets, Fruit-doves…).

T

Funders in 2020 : Tikehau Pearl Beach Resort, FP government, and private donators

Striated Heron
or ‘Ao
n endemic subspecies
with
only
70
individuals, the ‘Ao
may go extinct in
Tahiti.
Camille Lorang, during her
Master,
confirmed
this
hypothesis and monitored some
pairs in 2020. The reproduction
success was rather low for her
sample study and several
instances of habitat destruction
were observed. This study
helped draft a plan, with the
purpose to create a safe
population in Raiatea Island.
This project seems feasible and
local actors support it. Finally, a
project was initiated with the
CJA of Papeete to restore the
Papeava river vegetation.

A

Young

The 2020 funder was the FP governement.

Biosecurity in Rimatara is.
he year 2020 was made difficult by the death of the
biosecurity-trained dog Wisky. It was also very hard
to organize his replacement with the new
constraints of international travel. SOP had to help
support Rima’ura NGO with biosecurity inspections.
without Wisky. A ship rat incursion test took place, which
helped the training of a new biosecurity crisis group. SOP
Manu also help continue their work on monitoring
populations of endemic birds and nests.

T

Kuhl's lorikeet (‘Ura)

Funders in 2020: OFB via Rima’ura, and the Country via DIREN.

Biosecurity in
Ua Huka is.
ora, the Biosecurity
dog set up by Manu in
2013, and his team,
have been re-trained,
while the quarantine
room that allowed the
isolation of suspicious packages
has been rehabilitated. The
population was made aware of
biosecurity, with the creation of a
new crisis unit in the event of a
rodent alert. Sixty families on the
island were questioned about
their expectations regarding this
issue and the possible creation of
a security Pihiti population on the
island of Mohotani.

D

Ultramarine lorikeet
(Pihiti)

Funders in 2020: The Loro Parque Foundation, the Municipality of Ua Huka, the Vaiku’a association

Various other work
•

3-year study on by-catch of seabirds by polynesian fishing boats and training staff to species
identification (Department of Marine Resources).

•

Creation of a monitoring tool for 32 threatened species and creation of a poster (DIREN).

•

Fieldwork was carried out in Bora Bora for the DIREN: no red-vented bulbuls detected since
October 2018 ! This achievement comes after 4 years of efforts for its early eradication.

•

Two seabirds surveys for Tetiaroa atoll (Tetiaroa Society).

Budget report 2020
The 2020 budget used was 55.637.122 FCPF – around 556 kUSD (an increase of 2.6
kFCFP compared to 2019), with a profit of 96.843 FCFP (968 USD).

Breakdown of 2020 revenue:
Donations and sponsorships 8%
Subventions from France
2%

2%
Sponsorship
of CR species

4%
Local Subventions

International Grants
46 %

Local services, includ.
local Govnt
38%

Répartition des dépenses 2020 par programme (en millions de FCFP) :
Monarque de Fatu Hiva
Restauration des îles
Général (admin, gestion)

Salaries
Other costs

Divers programmes DIREN
Martin chasseur des Marquises
Sauvetage des oiseaux marins
Héron strié de Tahiti
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Evolution of Manu’s funding for 20 years, and part of FP government :

Informations issues du PV de l‘Assemblée Générale de la SOP MANU du 26 mars 2021.

To our 2020 funders: MANY THANKS!

Association syndicale du
lotissement Te Maru Ata

NIPPON AUTO MOTO

Acknowledgement to our partners :

Thanks also to the
private donors !
Thanks to the protographers that provided the picture for this report :
B. Ignace, A. Petit, R. Luta, M. Igual, T. Withers, C. Blanvillain, J.P. Mutz

